
Durham’s 
solution 
for  
community-
governed, 
permanent 
affordable 
housing. Mission Statement 

DCLT builds strong communities by  
developing, managing and advocating for 
permanently affordable housing that offers 
Durham residents with low and moderate 
incomes a stable foundation for achieving 
economic security.

Durham needs DCLT to grow. And DCLT 
needs you. Contact info@dclt.org to find  
out how to get involved. 

Building Homes,  
Building Trust,  

Building  
Community 
Power
DCLT’s greatest strength is its neighborhood 
base – residents of DCLT homes, their neighbors, 
and a broader community of supporters.  
DCLT is governed by and thus accountable to  
its residents and neighbors as well as its investors 
and community. Engaging with community  
residents and providing opportunities for  
leadership development are key components  
of DCLT’s outreach. Since inception, DCLT has 
built strong partnerships with the city of Durham 
and other local, regional and national  
nonprofits to expand our capacity to build  
homes that are a foundation for long-term  
affordability in Durham.

       @DurhamCommunityLandTrustees

        @DCLTNC

1208 W. Chapel Hill Street Durham, NC 27701 
Phone: (919) 490-0063 Fax: (919) 489-3974 

www.dclt.org

Durham Community Land Trustees 
is a chartered member of NeighborWorks America.



Rental Homeownership

Quality, energy  
efficient home

Opportunity to build  
and share wealth

Affordable rent Home to pass on to  
your children or spouse

Savings programs for  
your future goals

Stable property taxes

Target: 60% or less of 
Area Median Income

Target: 80% or less  
of Area Median Income

112 E. Piedmont - Before Renovations

112 E. Piedmont - after Renovations

Whether you choose to own or rent 
from DCLT, we provide a home that  
is comfortable, safe, reliable, and 
energy efficient. DCLT offers many 
housing options targeted to low income 
individuals and families who cannot 
otherwise afford a home in the  
neighborhoods where we own -  
West End, Lyon Park,  
Burch Avenue, Morehead Hill, 
Lakewood Park, East Durham  
and Southside:  

• 1, 2 and 3 Bedrooms 

• Single-family, duplex, quadruplex 
and town homes

• Homes for all ages and all families

• Homes for special needs  
populations, including veterans,  
seniors, and individuals living  
with sickle cell anemia, HIV,  
and mental illness

• Housing Choice (Section 8)  
Vouchers welcome

The Land Trust Model 

How it Works
A community land trust is a nonprofit organization 
that retains ownership of the land, ensuring the 
future affordability of housing on land trust sites, 
both renter and owner-occupied. Purchasers buy 
DCLT homes, and lease the land these houses 
sit on. The land remains collectively owned by 
DCLT. The assets of the land trust are controlled 
by and accountable to a board of directors  
comprised of 1/3 land trust residents,  
1/3 neighborhood residents, and 1/3 supporters 
from the broader community. 

DCLT’s land is leased to homeowners for  
99 years (renewable) at a nominal price.  
Owners can improve and maintain their homes. 
They can leave their home to their children.  
If a homeowner decides to sell, DCLT retains  
an option to repurchase the home to sell or rent 
to a future low-income resident or to assist the 
homeowner in identifying a new income-eligible 
purchaser. Homeowners share the equity they 
earn on their homes with future buyers, thus  
fostering long-term affordability even as  
surrounding neighborhood property values grow. 

come home 
to DCLT

Reclaiming Neighborhoods  
One House at a Time
Durham Community Land Trustees (DCLT), is a community-
governed nonprofit organization established in 1987 by a 
group of neighbors concerned about house after house left 
empty to decay, rising crime rates, and absentee landlords. 
These neighborhood residents banded together to preserve 
and revitalize Durham’s West End neighborhood. To date, 
DCLT manages nearly 300 permanently affordable homes 
in seven neighborhoods that are leased or sold to low and 
moderate income individuals and families. 

Characteristics of a DCLT Home 


